
Protecting Vulnerable Immigrants: 
Limiting MVA Data Sharing with ICE in the 
2021 MD Legislative Session

Thursday, November 12th, 2020 @ 6PM via Zoom 



Please introduce yourself in the chat by sharing:
1. Your name 

2. Where you live in Maryland

3. What brings you to this teach-in

Welcome!
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◉ 100K members and growing across 
Maryland, Virginia and Pennsylvania.

◉ To create a more just society by 
building power and improving the 
quality of life in working class and 
immigrant communities.

◉ We envision a future where we stand 
in our own power and our families 
live free of discrimination and fear.

◉ Advocacy for and led by our 
membership.
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About Us: CASA



The Legislation:
What does the bill do?

◉ Requires ICE (and other federal agencies) to obtain a warrant in order to access personal 
information that the MVA gathers about drivers.

◉ Requires local agencies, like the MVA, to report data about:

○ # of requests from federal agencies for personal information, photos, or facial 
recognition searches.

○ # and purpose of facial recognition searches completed

○ # of individuals whose personal information or photo was shared with federal agency

◉ Last session, introduced as SB649/HB892 (*Pending bill number for next session)
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http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/SB0649/?ys=2020rs
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB0892?ys=2020RS&search=True


The Legislation: 
What does the bill NOT do? 

◉ It does not interfere with information sharing between the MVA and other federal 
agencies, such as the FBI. 

◉ It does not interfere with the ability of DHS or TSA to use MVA information to vet 
applications to expedited traveler programs like Global Entry. 

◉ It does not conflict with 8 U.S. Code § 1373 or any other federal law related to 
information sharing, as it does not address information sharing specifically about 
immigration status. 
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https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/8/1373


Undocumented immigrants 
won licenses in 2013

◉ In 2013, the Maryland Highway Safety Act passed - a bill that extended driving 
privileges to every qualified person regardless of immigration status.

◉ Huge win for the immigrant community. Ensured that everyone who needs to drive, in 
order to live their lives and take care of their families, can do so in a legal and regulated 
way. (So no one ends up in immigration court because they were forced to drive 
without a license)

◉ Improves public safety and security as it resulted in a dramatic decrease in the number 
of unlicensed drivers on the road. (Approx. 275K undocumented immigrants in MD) 

◉ Passing this bill is essential to fulfill legislators promise to undocumented community 
members that they could safely get a driver’s license. 
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http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2013RS/Chapters_noln/CH_309_sb0715t.pdf


What’s happening now?

◉ ICE has decided to exploit Maryland’s efforts to increase community safety by 
mining information that the MVA collects to detain and deport. 

◉ Soon after the MD Highway Safety Act passed in 2013, reports started popping 
up of ICE agents harrassing and detaining undocumented residents (Catonsville 
Raid in 2014). 

◉ Members of CASA who have been picked up by ICE have clearly expressed that 
they have not shared their personal information or address with any 
government agency - except the MVA when getting their license. 

◉ Undocumented immigrants no longer feel safe to get licenses - and those who 
have them, live in constant fear of being targeted and deported.
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https://www.baltimoresun.com/maryland/bs-md-immigrant-licenses-20140920-story.html
https://www.baltimoresun.com/maryland/bs-md-immigrant-licenses-20140920-story.html


Member Story: 
The Cortez Family 

◉ Maribel Cortez and Jose Santos Quintero immigrated from 
El Salvador decades ago and have five children between 
the ages of 8 and 20 (three are pictured here with Ms. 
Cortez). 

◉ Jose immigrated to the US fleeing violence in his home 
country after several of his family members were killed.

◉ Earlier this year, ICE knocked on their door and arrested 
Jose in front of his children without any explanation. As 
they were taking him to the car, the officer explicitly 
shared with him that they found him from this driver’s 
license information. 

◉ Maribel was left to support five children on her own for 
over 8 months - as Jose was detained in the Howard 
County Detention Center. 

◉ He has now been released, but still faces the threat of 
deportation everyday (now only going for ICE check-ins).
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Personal Information Collected 

◉ Name
◉ Birthdate
◉ Social Security Number 
◉ Address
◉ Physical Description
◉ Phone Number 
◉ Email Address
◉ Employment 

Information 
◉ Photo

MVA Collects a Significant 
Amount of Personal Data 

Documents Collected by MVA from Undocumented Immigrants 
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(1) Proof of Age and Identity (3) Proof of Residential Address

Unexpired foreign passport MD vehicle registration

Consular ID card Insurance card or policy

Foreign birth certificate Utility, telephone, TV bills

National identification card or voter card Checking, savings account bills

State license or identification card Property tax bill, mortgage statement, deed

Foreign driver’s license Residential rental contract

US military ID card Loan document

1-766 Employment Authorization Card Sales tax or business license

Certified school record Credit card statement

(2) Proof of Maryland Tax Filing Medical or hospital bill



“

Maryland is one of the states with 
the most unrestricted federal access 
to MVA data in the United States.
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How does ICE get access to 
MVA data?

◉ ICE has multiple access to points to getting Maryland MVA data. Research from the 
Georgetown Law Federal Legislation Clinic & Georgetown Center on Privacy and Technology 
found:  

■ Many avenues that ICE can get information about MD Residents 

■ Some avenues take the form of information sharing partnership between public entities, 
(intentional or unintentional) automated sharing between different government databases, 
mass data aggregation by private companies that sell information to the federal government.

■ No single bill can prevent all of the potential violations of MD resident’s privacy, but this bill 
would at least prevent ICE from abusing the MD license law. 

◉ Potential direct access via requests to the MVA.

◉ Known indirect access via Maryland Criminal Justice Dashboard (“Dashboard”)
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What is “Dashboard”?

◉ The MD Criminal Justice Dashboard (Dashboard) is a statewide database designed for 
criminal investigations that connects over 100 state-owned databases including one that 
contains MVA information. 

◉ Even though Dashboard was built by MD agencies, it’s open to all 16,000 federal and state 
users who have National Crime Information Center (NCIC) logins.  

◉ ICE agents can login to Dashboard and issue requests - and no Maryland court or agency 
ever approves these or oversees the responses (MD Dept. of Public Safety and 
Correctional Services is able to but does not actively monitor who logs in to the system). 

◉ DPSCS confirmed that at least 2 ICE users have saved at least 57 facial recognition 
searches in the  past two years. 
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What about “violent 
criminals”?

◉ This bill will ensure that ICE and other federal agencies will only use Dashboard for the 
purposes it was designed: criminal, not civil, enforcement. 

◉ Simply requires the agency to obtain a warrant issued by a federal or state court before 
accessing MVA information. 

◉ ICE shouldn’t be able to browse through MVA data for “fun” - without probable cause. 

◉ ICE and other agencies will still be able to access MVA information when there is probable 
cause of criminality.

◉ Just adds a necessary check on ICE that balances the needs of the law enforcement 
community with the rights of Maryland drivers. 
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What is so bad about ICE 
accessing MVA data?

Lack of Monitoring 

◉ Searches are occurring without warrants, 
oversight or auditing by DPSCS. 

◉ The door for misuse of drivers information 
without accountability is wide-open. 

Threat to Privacy

◉ No public notification that 
information collected by the MVA 
may be disclosed to ICE

Inaccuracy

◉ Little data on the accuracy of Facial Recognition 
Technology (FRT) algorithms making it a danger 
to all people, but especially people of color.

◉ FRT itself can be racially biased. It is less 
accurate for people of color, with false positives 
100x more likely or some countries.

“Bait and Switch”

◉ Undocumented immigrants are 
encouraged to get a driver’s license 
and then their information is made 
available to ICE without any prior 
notification. 
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States that have taken 
action to protect drivers

◉ California Values Act (2017)

○ Requires Attorney General to provide recommendations to ensure the “fullest extent 
practicable” that law enforcement databases are not used to enforce immigration laws; in 
October 2019, ICE lost access to CA law enforcement databases.

◉ New York Green Light Law (2019)

○ Prohibits DMV disclosure of information to “any agency that primarily enforces immigration 
law” unless presented with a warrant; requires notification of individuals about whom request 
are made.

◉ New Jersey P.L.2019, c.271 (2019)

○ Prohibits disclosure of DMV information to any federal, state or local law enforcement without 
consent or warrant.
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https://www.aclusocal.org/en/know-your-rights/california-values-act-sb-54
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/new-york-s-green-light-law-offers-82567/
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/AL19/271_.HTM#:~:text=P.L.,271%20(A4743%201R)&text=An%20Act%20concerning%20documents%2C%20driver's,39%20of%20the%20Revised%20Statutes.


This affects ALL 
Marylanders!

◉ ALL Marylanders are having our data 
search routinely by federal agencies 
without state oversight. 

◉ You don’t have to be the person of 
interest to be selected based on facial 
recognition searches, you only have to 
LOOK like the person of interest.
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Does this violate federal law?

◉ No. Only two federal laws that discuss the extent to which state and localities must share 
information with federal immigration authorities (8 U.S.C. §§ 1373 and 1644) 

○ Sections 1373 and 1644: states cannot bar their own entities or officials from sharing 
with federal immigration authorities information about citizenship or immigration 
status

○ Ninth Circuit court of Appeals affirmed a narrow reading of “citizenship or 
immigration status” which would almost certainly exclude proxies for these 
characteristics (such as whether a license was obtained using proof of citizenship or 
not)

◉ The MVA does not store information about immigration status.
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◉ Legislator from District 11 (Baltimore County) 
serving the legislature for many years.

◉ Vice Chair of the Environment and 
Transportation Committee (E&T)

◉ Served on the Motor Vehicle & Transportation 
Committee for many years 
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House Bill Champion: Dana Stein 

◉ First sponsored a version of the bill 
in 2018 and has continued champion 
this legislation 

◉ Strong partner and ally for the 
immigrant community in his district 
- and all of Maryland 



◉ Legislator with Chinese heritage from District 12 
(Baltimore and Howard County) 

◉ 1st Vice Chair of the Asian American & Pacific 
Islander Caucus

◉ Worked to bridge the gap and build solidarity 
between AAPI immigrants and others 
immigrants working toward immigrant justice. 
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Senate Bill Champion: Clarence Lam

◉ Supporter of countless immigration 
reforms in Maryland - and 
championed the Dream Act 
Expansion

https://advancingjustice-aajc.org/maryland-delegate-clarence-lam-talks-about-aapi-solidarity-immigration


Moving this bill forward in the 
General Assembly 

◉ The MVA/ICE bill was first introduced in the General Assembly in 2018 by Del. Stein. Most legislators 

have had time to get familiar with the bill. 

◉ Reintroduced last session (passed through the Judicial Proceedings Committee in the Senate) but 

was unable to move forward when session ended early due to COVID 

◉ House Speaker Jones said she found it “disturbing” that ICE has “unfettered access to run 

facial-recognition searches” when talking about the bill in the Washington Post last session. Shared 

that this was a priority of hers. 

◉ Strong support in the Chairman Smith of the Judicial Proceedings Committee. 

◉ Critical support from the Latino Caucus, and our leaders in the caucus!

◉ NOW is the time to protect our families!
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Any questions ?

Thanks!
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Special Guest

Emily Tucker, Director of Research and Advocacy at the 
Center for Privacy & Technology at Georgetown Law 



Upcoming Events & Teach-Ins

Learn about other policy reforms! 

● Maryland Trust Act 
○ November 5 @ 6PM, Missed it? Email 

cpaul@wearecasa.org for more 
information.

● Dignity Not Detention Act
○ November 19 @ 6PM, Register here.

● Universal Representation
○ December 3 @ 6PM, Register here.

● Annapolis 101: Passing Immigration Reform
○ December 10 @ 6PM, Register here.

● *Can’t make a teach-in? Email 
cpaul@wearecasa.org for a copy of the slides and 
more information to get involved. 

Advocate with us!

● Immigrant Lobby Night
○ January 25 @ 6PM - 

Registration coming soon. 
Save the date.

● Stay posted for upcoming town 
halls in Anne Arundel, Baltimore 
County, and more. 

● More information coming soon 
about how to get involved! 
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mailto:cpaul@wearecasa.org
https://wearecasa.formstack.com/forms/teach_in_dignity_not_detention
https://wearecasa.formstack.com/forms/teach_in_universal_representation
https://wearecasa.formstack.com/forms/teach_in_universal_representation
mailto:cpaul@wearecasa.org
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Contact: Cathryn Paul 
Research & Policy Analyst, CASA

cpaul@wearecasa.org 
301-807-0788

mailto:cpaul@wearecasa.org

